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Rector's Report / The Rev. Dr. John Toles
One of those silly memes that makes the social media rounds: If the Apostle Paul were alive today and writing
to the Church in the United States: “Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus, to the churches in the United States of
America—grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ: I don’t even really know
where to begin....”
As I write this, I’m thinking about the Israelites standing on the west bank of the Jordan River following their
captivity as slaves and the Exodus from Egypt. The priests, carrying the Ark of the Covenant, have waded into
the waters, which upon them entering, stop flowing so that the Israelites can cross into the Promised Land.
When all had crossed, Joshua told the people to take twelve stones (representing the twelve tribes) from the
river and build a “marker” indicating where they had crossed. Joshua said, “These stones are to be a memorial to
the people of Israel forever.” The stones were to be a reminder to all of how God brought them into the land he
had promised.
Following the last two years, if I were to place St. Matthew’s into the context of those great events, I would say
that we are at the point where the first of the priests carrying the Ark has entered the water. That means that the
raging river is still flowing, but something is beginning to happen—there’s something “in the air.” That means
there is an anxious anticipation. All along we’ve seen God at work, bringing us to this point, and we hope
(believe?) He will do a mighty work again. It means that we are nervous about an uncertain future. It means that
we are making our home in a new land. It also means that when we cross the river, the challenges will not cease,
but we are not crossing into this new land alone.
Former Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael Ramsey, writes, The Church of God will therefore go out both to
learn and to use whatever the divine wisdom discloses in the modern world, and to meet the agonies which are
in the world. It can do this with conviction, because it knows the truth about the world and the truth about itself.
The world is a place where Christ by His death and resurrection has won a cosmic victory: it is in His hands
already, and all unseen His power draws it into unity: that is the orthodox Faith of Christ Victorious, as the
Fathers and the Liturgy attest. The Church is a body where, amidst its many sinful and fallible members, Christ
is present as the Church's inward life; and the portion of the Church on earth is ever one with the Church in
paradise and heaven. (Continued on page 2)
The Chili Bowl was once
again a success! We had fun
sampling everyone's
"famous" chili. Father John's
chili came out the big
winner! Thank you to all who
brought food and to our
awesome judges!

As we cross our river into this new era, our trust remains in God and I look forward to seeing where and how we will
“mark” the spot of our crossing, our reminder of how God brought us into this new land, when this current set of
challenges are behind us.
Lord God, thou has built in heaven and on earth a single Church Of truth and love and Hoy Spirit;
One family and communion, whose temple is the Lamb, One body indivisible, here and beyond:
The body of thy dear Son.
The unity of holy Church, its might, its gospel, Proceeding from God’s unalterable will,
Is truth and love and Holy Spirit.
Its ministries, O God, stream from thy heart.

The Vestry will meet at 11:30 Sunday, February 6th with
Canon Steve. The vestry meeting is open to
all church members.
The Finance Committee will meet at noon
on Thursday, February 10th.

At game night, a good time is had by all!
We have game night once a month. Each
month the game is different and there
are prizes to win. Everyone is invited!

Join us for Wednesday Night Study as we dive
into Judith. We will study the "rise of the threat
to Israel, led by the evil king Nebuchadnezzar
and his sycophantic general Holofernes, then
introduce Judith and depict her heroic actions to
save her people".

For Our Youth

Kids Night Out is an evening out
with our youth.
There is food, fun, and fellowship!

Holy Happy Hour is a social
time where we enjoy a glass
of wine and other
refreshments and have
evening prayer. We enjoy
conversation and fellowship
together.
Everyone is invited!

Confraternity of the Imitators of Christ
CIC is an organization,
authorized by the Bishop,
designed to deepen our faith
& knowledge of church
practices, tradition, and
teachings. Anyone interested
may attend.
New Boat Boy (Max Baker) and
Acolytes (Clara Baker & Kevin Baker)
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