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On the question of abortion, the Episcopal Church has expressed since 1967, and reaffirmed multiple times since then
in General Convention resolutions, its “unequivocal opposition to any legislative, executive or judicial action on the
part of local, state or national governments that abridges the right of a woman to reach an informed decision about the
termination of pregnancy or that would limit the access of a woman to safe means of acting on her decision” (1994).
At the same time, these Episcopal resolutions have been clear that “the beginning of new human life, because it is a
gift of the power of God's love for his people, and thereby sacred, should not and must not be undertaken unadvisedly
or lightly but in full accordance of the understanding for which this power to conceive and give birth is bestowed by
God” (1976).
Likewise, General Convention resolutions have said that all abortion has a “tragic dimension” and “should be used
only in extreme situations. We emphatically oppose abortion as a means of birth control, family planning, sex
selection, or any reason of mere convenience” (1994).
In the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, we have strong, faithful, Biblically informed views on both sides of this
serious moral issue among our lay people and clergy. Our congregations will respond to the recent Supreme Court
decision in a variety of ways: many will pray and offer pastoral care, and some will want to speak out publicly,
especially as this relates to recent legislative actions in Oklahoma. Others will choose different approaches that are
consistent with their own contexts and values.
I lament that our political environment, at present, discourages commonsense approaches in this and so many areas,
as there are many aspects of the abortion question on which most (though not all) people agree. I likewise lament the
appallingly limited resources available to support parents and families, especially those who are poor, and those
raising children with special needs.
I urge our Oklahoma Episcopalians, individually and in congregations, to exercise your conscience as you feel called
to, and to be understanding and compassionate with one another at this divisive time, loving one another, and
respecting the dignity of every human being, whatever our heartfelt disagreements.
This is an opportunity to resist the urge to demonize others, including on social media, remembering that we are all
made in God’s image, while still standing clearly for what we believe. I hope that all of us can be united in our
spiritual, emotional, and financial support for those who are pregnant, especially the poor, and our commitment to
vulnerable children, including those in need of foster care or adoption.
To read the General Convention resolutions in full, see here: https://episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_search.pl.

Holy Happy Hour is a social time where
we enjoy a glass of wine and other
refreshments and have evening prayer.
We enjoy conversation and fellowship
together.
Everyone is invited!

Our vestry meeting and annual
planning meeting will be August 14
at Noon. All are welcome to join us
for the planning meeting. There will
be no vestry meeting in July.

For Our Kids

Currently, there is a quilted wall hanging of wheat in St. Matthew’s lounge.
This art was coined by small children at Summerhill Montessori School. They
were guided by my hand to dip their tiny fingers into yellow gold paint, then
make the image of wheat seeds on stalks crafted of simple cardboard strips
printed on cotton fabric. Once printed and dried, the wheat print was stitched
with a border and a sashing to make a hand-quilted wall hanging.
Looking into the nature of our humble lives, we find wheat. “Give us this day
our daily bread”. (The Lord’s Prayer). In the Episcopal Hymnal, there is a less
familiar song titled “O Wheat Whose Crushing was for Bread”. This hymn
was written by Delores Dufner in the 1930s. The significance of wheat is
highly respected. First, it symbolizes the body of Christ. Second, it is the
foundation of our Enid community with monumental grain elevators. Trucks
and trains move the grain in all directions. Toast, crackers, cookies, rolls,
cakes, pancakes, and pretzels all have flour made from wheat.
My greatest love, on the wheat farm in Kansas, was to roll in a great big
mound of wheat. There was no more storage. The barn was full, the metal
granaries were full, and the grain elevators were full. Yes! My daddy piled the
wheat on the ground and we played in it. Just like a big, big, big sand pile.
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A great way to add some zip to your cauliflower. This
recipe is low-carb and resembles a loaded potato!
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