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Easter Message from Bishop Poulson
How can we celebrate Easter wholeheartedly this year when so much is wrong in our world: war in Ukraine,
continued anxiety about COVID, skyrocketing inflation, political division, and so much more?
We celebrate because Jesus’ resurrection was and is the cure for all that ails us, and the world around us.
But, we may ask, if his resurrection was the cure, two thousand years ago, why does everything
still seem so sick?
Because the kingdom of God is not yet fully realized. The lifesaving medicine has been given, but the fever
has not yet broken. When Christ was raised that first Easter, it was no mere metaphor, no simply emotional
experience of his living on in the hearts and minds of his disciples. He was raised in his resurrected body, as
the Scriptures and creeds say, destroying death and sin not only for himself but for us.
Our joy and our calling today, as Easter people, is to live lives that exemplify and point to Jesus Christ and his
kingdom that is coming. Freed from the fear of death, forgiven for the many ways we fall short of God’s plan
for us, we can boldly love God and our neighbors.
We can invite all to know this freedom and purpose, especially the vulnerable, the lost, the lonely, and the
rejected. This can happen as individual Christians and gathered as the Church, and in the ministries that put
our faith into action in the world.
Ministries like the soon to be established Magdalene House, OKC, named for the first herald of the
resurrection, Mary Magdalene, and so many other ministries in our diocese, save at-risk lives in the present,
and witness to God’s promised future when things on earth will be as they are in heaven.
My friends in Oklahoma and beyond, I wish you a blessed Easter, not only on Easter Day but in the 50-day
season that follows. Let us not lose heart, but be, like Mary Magdalene, disciples of Jesus, and heralds of his
resurrection in our words and actions.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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*Our Youth - Please note that Sunday, May 1 will be our last
Compass Youth Hour. We will resume in September.
We have extended the deadline
to order hats. If you would like
to purchase one, please mail
your check to the church.

Holy Happy Hour will be Friday,
May 20 and Friday, June 17.
Everyone is invited to attend.

MAY

The term means “the fiftieth day.” It is used
in both the OT and the NT. In the OT it
refers to a feast of seven weeks known as
the Feast of Weeks. It was apparently an
agricultural event that focused on the
harvesting of first fruits. Josephus referred
to Pentecost as the fiftieth day after the first
day of Passover. The term is used in the NT
to refer to the coming of the Spirit on the
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1), shortly after
Jesus' death, resurrection, and ascension.

JUNE
This salad will be perfect for family get-togethers!
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